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1.
TARGET LANGUAGE
First, let’s talk about target 

language use in the classroom.



“Research indicates that effective language instruction must 
provide significant levels of meaningful communication and 
interactive feedback in the target language in order for 
students to develop language and cultural proficiency. The 
pivotal role of target-language interaction in language 
learning is emphasized in the K-16 Standards for Foreign 
Language Learning in the 21st Century.”

ACTFL’S POSITION STATEMENT ON TARGET LANGUAGE



“ACTFL therefore recommends that language educators and 
their students use the target language as exclusively as 
possible (90%+) at all levels of instruction during instructional 
time and, when feasible, beyond the classroom.”

ACTFL’S POSITION STATEMENT ON TARGET LANGUAGE



USE OF TARGET LANGUAGE USE IN THE CLASSROOM

Instructors are urged to use a variety of different 
strategies in order to facilitate comprehension 
and support meaning making 



But how is the target language?

or



Maximizing TL use is necessary 
but not sufficient

It must be accompanied by strategies to 
facilitate comprehension and meaning making



STRATEGIES

1. provide comprehensible input that is directed 
toward communicative goals;
2. make meaning clear through body language, 
gestures, and visual support;
3. conduct comprehension checks to ensure 
understanding;
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STRATEGIES

4. negotiate meaning with students and 
encourage negotiation among students;
5. elicit talk that increases in fluency, accuracy, 
and complexity over time;
6. encourage self-expression and spontaneous 
use of language;



STRATEGIES

4. negotiate meaning with students and 
encourage negotiation among students;
5. elicit talk that increases in fluency, accuracy, 
and complexity over time;
6. encourage self-expression and spontaneous 
use of language;



STRATEGIES

4. negotiate meaning with students and 
encourage negotiation among students;
5. elicit talk that increases in fluency, accuracy, 
and complexity over time;
6. encourage self-expression and spontaneous 
use of language;



STRATEGIES

7. teach students strategies for requesting 
clarification and assistance when faced with 
comprehension difficulties; and
8. offer feedback to assist and improve students’ 
ability to interact orally in the target language.



STRATEGIES

7. teach students strategies for requesting 
clarification and assistance when faced with 
comprehension difficulties; and
8. offer feedback to assist and improve students’ 
ability to interact orally in the target language.



We acquire language In      
only one way: when we 

understand messages; that is, 
when we understand what we 
hear or what we read, when 
we understand the message.



MAKING INPUT COMPREHENSIBLE

SENSORIAL

•Visuals
•Graphics
•Realia
•Pictures
•Graphic   
 organizers

PARAVERBALS

•Exaggerated pronunciation

•Slower than normal speech

•Purposeful pauses

•Intonation
•Enunciation
•Slowed speech for emphasis

•Key word emphasis

NON-VERBALS

•Gestures
•Facial 
 expressions
•Pantomime
•Demonstration

•Routine
•Context clues



TARGET
LANGUAGE 



WORD 
WALLS



QUESTION 
WORDS
POSTERS
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MATS



CLASSROOM 
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REJOINDERS



Language 
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2.
INTERACTIONS

What are the ways in which 
people can interact?



INTERACTIONS



TIRED CLASSROOM INTERACTIONS

Imagine you are a the valedictorian of your class in France 
and you have to give a speech to your peers, their families, 
and friends, what would you say. . .?



WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR 
FAVORITE TIRED INTERACTIONS?



3.
COMMUNICATION
What is communication?



COMMUNICATION IS. . .

. . .the expression, interpretation, and sometimes renegotiation 
of meaning in a given context. What is more, communication is 
also purposeful. 

Sandra Savignon. (1998). Communicative Competence: Theory 
and Classroom Practice. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill.



MEANING

The information in a message

i.e., “It’s two o’clock.”

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



EXPRESSION

An entity’s production during a communicative 
event. . .such as oral and non-oral.

i.e., “Great to see you!”

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



INTERPRETATION

“Expression of meaning is communicative only if 
someone or some other entity is expecting to 
understand the message or intent.”

i.e., “Great to see you!” with no audience

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



NEGOTIATION

When communication is unsuccessful, two 
interlocutors seek clarification 

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



CONTEXT

The setting and the participants.
Strongly constrains how people communicate.  

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



PURPOSE

The reason:
● Psychosocial
● Cognitive-informational 

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



4.
AUTHENTICITY

What makes something authentic? 
What makes something 

inauthentic?



EXERCISES vs.
ACTIVITIES VS.

TASKS



EXAMPLE 1

RESTATE THE QUESTION USING INVERSION:

Est-ce que vous parlez espagnol?
Est-ce qu’il étudie à Paris?
Est-ce qu’ils voyagent avec des amis? 

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



EXERCISE
No focus on interpretation of meaning.

No communicative purpose.
The purpose is to practice language.

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



EXAMPLE 2

Interview your partner and find out what he or she did over 
the weekend. 

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



ACTIVITY
There is a focus on interpretation of meaning.

No communicative purpose.

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



EXAMPLE 3 - VERSION A
Step 1: 
Read this list. Which of these things did you on summer vacation?
a. Go to the beach
b. Go camping 
c. Barbecue with friends
d. Play frisbee with your dogs
e. Eat ice cream
f. Watch fireworks

g. Stay up late and watch the stars

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



EXAMPLE 3 - VERSION A
Step 2: 
Ask a classmate if they did the following over the summer. Record 
their answers:
a. Go to the beach
b. Go camping 
c. Barbecue with friends
d. Play frisbee with your dogs
e. Eat ice cream
f. Watch fireworks

g. Stay up late and watch the stars

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



EXAMPLE 3 - VERSION A
Step 3: 
Rate yourself and ask your partner to rate herself on how active 
of sedentary the activities in steps 1 and 2 were. 

Very active Very sedentary
           5  4 3 2 1

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



EXAMPLE 3 - VERSION B
Step 1: 
List 10 activities you did this weekend

Step 2:
Interview someone in the group & ask if they did your activities. 
Record their responses

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



EXAMPLE 3 - VERSION B
Step 3: 
Rate yourself and ask your partner to rate herself on how active 
of sedentary the activities in steps 1 and 2 were. 

Very active Very sedentary
           5  4 3 2 1

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



TASK
There is a focus on interpretation of meaning.

There is a communicative purpose.

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



COMPARE VERSION A & B

What is the difference between these 2 tasks? 

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



COMPARE VERSION A & B

A is input-oriented and B is output-oriented.

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



INPUT-ORIENTED TASK

No creation with language - it’s all there for them.
Learners are engaged in the interpretation side of 

communication. 

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



OUTPUT-ORIENTED TASK

Learners must create meaning with language on their own.
Learners are engaged in the interpretation and expression of 

meaning.

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



WHAT HAVE YOU NOTICED ABOUT THESE TASKS?



WHAT HAVE YOU NOTICED ABOUT THESE TASKS?

THEY ARE 

STRUCTURED.



PROJECT -BASED TASKS
Create a Pamphlet
Students write a pamphlet to 
encourage other students to 
go visit a particular city. What 
information is useful?

Write a Wikipedia page
Highlight a book that the class 
has read, Who are the 
characters? What are the 
major plot points? 

Make a documentary
Students interview speakers of 
the language and assemble a 
short film.

Create a collage
Students assemble images 
that represent a theme and 
then explain it.

Conduct a survey
Students find out what others 
think, collect results, and 
present their findings.

Write song lyrics 
Students listen to a melody 
and write lyrics for it.

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



WITH PBL TASKS. . .
● No intent to practice language structures per se
● Instead, the final outcome involves cognitive-informational 

purpose.

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



WORKING WITH TASKS
● Tasks may be used as measures of proficiency 
● Think of Can Do Statements. 

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



BACKWARD DESIGN
● Select the task you want to be the goal
● Determine what students need to know and know how to do in 

order to complete the task.
● Develop activities and mini-tasks that work on what they need to 

know and know how to do so that they work toward the goal. 

VanPatten, B. 2017. While We’re on the Topic. ACTFL: Alexandria, VA.



WORK TIME



THANKS!
Any questions?

You can find me at @nathanlutz  & nlutz@nnell.org

THANK YOU!
MERCI!

¡GRACIAS!
谢谢
شُكْراً

GRAZIE!



STAY IN TOUCH!

@nathanlutz pinterest.com/mrlutz

nlutz@nnell.orginstagram.com/nathanlutz72



REFLECTION
1. What strategies do you feel you effectively use in your classroom to 

keep both you and your students in the target language?
2. What are some strategies for keeping you and your students in the 

target language that you learned today that you would like to try in 
your classroom? What will you need to do in order to implement 
them?

3. How can you create situations in which your students can have 
authentic interactions in the target language?



RESOURCES
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/TLE_pdf/TLE_AugSep14_Article.pdf

http://www1.udel.edu/eli/educ647/rivers/Rivers1.pdf  

http://textbookuse.pbworks.com/f/Textbooks%20%26%20authentic%20interaction.pdf 

https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1819&context=gradreports

https://calicospanish.com/connecting-world-language-classroom-real-world/ 

https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/TLE_pdf/TLE_AugSep14_Article.pdf
http://www1.udel.edu/eli/educ647/rivers/Rivers1.pdf
http://textbookuse.pbworks.com/f/Textbooks%20%26%20authentic%20interaction.pdf
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1819&context=gradreports
https://calicospanish.com/connecting-world-language-classroom-real-world/

